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device and all contractual specifica-
tions had been met. Currently it is
common practice for suppliers to be
dragged into costly litigation even
though these companies are not in-
volved in the creation or marketing of
a product. In fact, in almost every case
thus far, biomaterials suppliers are not
found liable in these type of lawsuits.
S. 364 squashes illegitimate attempts
for windfall profits and more impor-
tantly, ensures these life-saving medi-
cal devices will be in abundant supply.

Right now, the escalating expense
suppliers unfairly incur defending their
product continues to drive many out of
the U.S. market. As a result, it is be-
coming increasingly more difficult for
manufacturers of medical devices to
find biomaterials suppliers with the
raw materials necessary to produce
their products. Replacement heart
valves, pacemakers, and brain shunts
are but a small selection of the devices
which rely on raw material suppliers.

My colleague from Arizona, Senator
MCCAIN, mentioned in an earlier state-
ment that 13 biomaterial supply com-
panies have been driven out of business
due to concerns about the risk of un-
warranted litigation. Sadly, the people
whose lives depend on these raw mate-
rials for survival are the ones who will
pay the ultimate price. Unfortunately
a family living in my home State of
Michigan illustrates my point.

Recently Mr. And Mrs. Traxler of
Fremont, MI, told me of their family’s
desperate need to find help for their
young daughter, Sarah. The parents ex-
plained to me when Sarah was 2
months old she experienced a trau-
matic brain injury. As a result of the
injury, Sarah now requires a shunt
that drains fluid away from her brain.

The shunt will need replacing soon
and her parents are deeply worried that
if medical manufacturers are forced
into bankruptcy, the shunts keeping
Sarah alive will no longer be available.
In their letter, Sarah’s parents explain,
‘‘Because of the recent lawsuits involv-
ing breast implants and other medical
devices, many biomaterials manufac-
turers have discontinued supplying the
raw materials used to make medical
devices. Because the sale of these raw
materials represent such a small per-
centage of their total revenues, they do
not feel it is worth the risk of having
to defend themselves in court and they
have discontinued supplying these ma-
terials to medical device manufactur-
ers.’’

This is a sad commentary on the
state of this Nation’s legal system.
Clearly, reform is needed and must be
implemented soon to help protect the
life of Sarah Traxler and countless oth-
ers like her. For this reason, I ask my
colleagues many of whom are parents
themselves, to support this critical leg-
islation.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO KARIN ELKIS
WEINSTEIN

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
today I want to congratulate Karin

Elkis, who is being honored on June 30,
1997 as the Sid Levy Memorial Volun-
teer of the Year by the Jewish Commu-
nity Center of South Jersey. This an-
nual award is presented to the volun-
teer who best captures the JCC’s com-
mitment to community service and
self-giving. Karin is in charge of the
Lautenberg Senate office in South Jer-
sey and it is of no surprise to me that
she is receiving this honor. Karin gets
more done in one hour than most peo-
ple accomplish in a single day. She is
energetic, caring, selfless, and always
thinking about others. She brings the
same commitment and concern to her
volunteer activities that she brings to
her work to serve the people of New
Jersey.

Despite a more than full time job,
three young children, and other family
responsibilities, Karin has found time
to make a major contribution to the
JCC by chairing its Festival of Arts,
Books and Culture this year. Further,
she’s served as a liaison to the Early
Childhood Department, a member of
the Budget Committee, chaired the
Camp Committee and been a member
of the Executive Committee. If I listed
all of her activities at the JCC over the
past few years, this statement would be
longer than a James Michener novel.

Through her work, Karin has touched
the lives of many. She is truly an ex-
traordinary person, with many talents,
enormous energy and drive, and a com-
passionate heart. I am proud to have
Karin on my staff and to include her as
a friend. She makes an enormous con-
tribution to the South Jersey commu-
nity, through her work as a Senate em-
ployee and her work as a volunteer.

Mr. President, I again congratulate
Karin on this well deserved recogni-
tion. I know that she will continue to
serve the people of New Jersey in many
ways for years to come and that our
pride in her accomplishments will con-
tinue to be justified.∑
f

CLEANING THE AIR
∑ Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, for the
past 5 months, we have been engaged in
a troubling debate on how best to pro-
tect the health of our children, our el-
derly and our environment. Since the
Environmental Protection Agency an-
nounced the proposed new standards
for air quality, we have witnessed an
unprecedented campaign by industry to
block these new standards. Opponents
instantly attacked the goals rather
than sitting down to work with Con-
gress and the administration on how to
achieve these goals in a reasonable and
cost-effective timeframe. I applaud
EPA Administrator Carol Browner for
standing up against the onslaught of
industry backlash on the new stand-
ards. Today, President Clinton showed
equal commitment by supporting the
thrust of Administrator Browner’s rec-
ommendation. This decision will re-
duce the smog and soot that drifts into
Vermont from outside the State. I con-
gratulate President Clinton for stand-

ing up for the health of our children
and our environment. We can now
begin the process of finding the most
cost-effective means of implementing
these standards.

In Vermont, we recognize the bene-
fits of high environmental standards.
Over the years, conservationists and
the business community have worked
together to protect the environment.
Vermonters know that a healthy envi-
ronment promotes a healthy economy.
Yet despite our commitment, Vermont
and other Northeastern States have be-
come the dumping ground for pollution
that seeps across our borders each
night with the wind. The new ozone
standard makes the biggest pollutors
accountable and will reduce the burden
on States in the Northeast in their bat-
tle to maintain our high standards for
air quality. Acid rain taught us that
tough State environmental standards
were not enough to protect us. We saw
some of our healthiest forests die off
from pollution borne from outside our
region. This situation demands tough
national environmental standards to
ensure a level playing field.

The new air standards will address
two central issues: Where the smog and
soot is landing and how to use new sci-
entific evidence to continue improving
efforts to protect public health. We
learned from the acid rain debate that
emissions from dirty coal-fired power-
plants in the Midwest can be trans-
ported farther than 500 miles. More
than 40 percent of the pollution in Ver-
mont is from outside the state. We also
know that utility restructuring will
encourage increased generation at the
powerplants in the Midwest. The new
standards proposed by EPA will reduce
the smog and soot that drifts into Ver-
mont from these powerplants. Today’s
decision is a clear victory for the
Northeast because we now have a
standard that will reduce air pollution
at its source.

Since the passage of the Clean Air
Act we have made considerable strides
in reducing some pollutants. The level
of lead pollution we and our children
breathe today is one-tenth what it was
a decade ago. That figure by itself is a
tribute to the success of the original
Clean Air Act. If we learned one thing
from the acrimonious debate in Con-
gress last year on environmental is-
sues, it is that the American people do
not want to halt the progress we have
made and merely rest on our environ-
mental laurels. Americans want to
keep moving forward on cleaning up
our environment. Unfortunately, as I
listen to the debate on the Clean Air
Act this Congress, I fear that we are
not heeding their call. Instead of look-
ing at ways to strengthen the Clean Air
Act, we are trying to undercut the ex-
isting regulations.

Today, the President recognized the
130 million Americans in 170 major
cities who continue to breathe
unhealthy air. Congress should listen
as well and approve the standards. I
will work with my colleagues in the
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